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the research published in the new england journal of medicine found that the crack-cocaine sentencing disparity is a major reason that black people are over-represented in the us prison system, and in the us court system generally, compared to their numbers in the general
population. this disparity has been ongoing for decades, and the researchers found that it's actually growing, not shrinking. there is no doubt that there is a problem, and the solution lies in the need to change the law, so that crack and powder cocaine sentencing is

concurrent. so that the sentences are the same, for similar offenses, and that crack and powder cocaine crimes are being treated more or less equally by the legal system. if there is going to be a second law, it needs to be federal because the need for a one-size-fits-all
federal law is something that makes sense. we need to end the sentencing disparity so that it's not just a difference at the federal level, it's something that is consistent at the state and local level as well. what this law would do is that it would remove the disparity in the

sentencing of cocaine powder versus crack cocaine. right now, in the current system, people who are involved with crack cocaine are punished more harshly than people who are involved with powder cocaine. it is just not right, it's not justifiable, and it's not fair. the study
was done by a team of researchers at columbia university and university of pennsylvania, and they looked at data from three nationwide surveys. they found that blacks were also disproportionately represented in federal crack cocaine prison systems, as well as other

federal, state, and local sentences in which crack was involved.
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the image shows a bright light flash visible for more than 10 seconds. a dozen telescopes in the northern hemisphere detected the event in the constellation sagittarius, which has a large, bright orange star. now that they have light curves of the flash, astronomers may be
able to use the technique to detect rare events on other stars in other galaxies. the x-rays from this image were produced by a supernova explosion in a neighboring galaxy. the blue line shows an x-ray spectrum of the explosion, which was detected by chandra. the red line
shows an x-ray spectrum of the milky way's own supernova remnant, which was detected by the chandra x-ray observatory. the big, bright blue circle in the center of the explosion marks a clump of carbon and oxygen atoms. at its heart, a star 100 times more massive than
our own burned down into a dense, hot core called a proto-neutron star. the star collapsed because of its own gravity, and the core became an object called a neutron star. this racist disparity had severe social consequences. it drove more african americans into the criminal
justice system at a time when many of them were already fighting economic adversity, and it drove more pregnant women into prison, thus putting innocent unborn children at risk of exposure to cocaine. today, we have dramatically different numbers of people convicted of

drug offenses and incarcerated because of the fair sentencing act. although the crack cocaine/powder cocaine disparity remains, current sentencing guidelines have removed all mandatory minimum sentences for drug offenses, and judges have the discretion to impose a
more lenient sentence for most drug offenses. in addition, many of the affected populations are increasingly overrepresented in federal prison. 5ec8ef588b
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