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telephone survey, conducted Jan. 4-8, 2012, of 1,515 adults nationwide. Responses for “regular use”
and “‘regular use” were combined as those who “regularly” get campaign news. “Frequent” and
“occasionally” are based on whether respondents have heard of or actually use a source. For
traditional sources of news, including local TV, network TV, network evening news, local radio, and
newspaper/magazine, the percentages getting campaign news “regularly” or “frequently” were all
down, with most of the decline happening in the past year. On all other topics, including social
networking sites, there are no significant differences by education or political perspectives. There
are also no differences between those who are frequent news users and those who are occasional
ones. However, those who “regularly” get campaign news from social networking sites, blogs, and
the internet are older, and more liberal, than those who get it only “occasionally.” Those ages 50 or
older are seven times more likely to get campaign news from social networking sites, and those ages
30 to 49 are more than twice as likely to do so. Similarly, liberal Democrats are nearly twice as likely
to get campaign news from social networking sites than moderate and conservative ones. (The
percentage getting campaign news from social networking sites and blogs does not tell us how many
times respondents have heard about a source, but rather how many times they get campaign news
from it.)
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